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Well, it's been a very busy winter for those
involved in implementing the League Rules
changes as agreed at the AGM.

The quantity and complexity of the changes
required has taken the working groups longer than
expected to meet the letter and spirit expressed at
the AGM. Many thanks to all the people who have
contributed to these changes for the constructive
and professional way of working.

We will be continuing the work to update those
rules that were scheduled for inclusion in the 2027
season, together with consultation with our
members.

The League Rules are now on the SWF website.

You may notice the formatting is not up to our usual standard — we have not asked David Harrison-
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Wood to do his usual polishing work as this takes a lot of time and we are anticipating further

changes to be presented to this year’'s AGM.

We are conducting a review into the process so far and will be contacting all clubs over the summer
for your views on the changes, and indeed on any aspect of the rules. So please do respond to this.

In the meantime, let’s get back on to the lawns and swing those mallets. But first — catch up with

the news...
Care to join us?

We've always got an eye on our sustainability as a

Federation and as a Committee, and this as true today as it

ever was. The more people that are involved in planning and
doing the work, the stronger, more successful and more

representative we are.

W ¥l
Gill has garnered a strong League Support team together — t
results co-ordinators and a finals co-ordinator share an ‘
increasing volume of work as the entries increase; and we y
have drawn on the skills and knowledge of people outside ¢ &

the committee to review our League Rules.

But we do have our weak spots.

Cygnet is emailed to our club contacts who are requested to pass it on to individual club members.
It is also available shortly after publication on our website: www.swfcroquet.org.uk

We welcome queries, suggestions and feedback about Cygnet or any aspect of the SW croquet scene.
Contact: lindawithani@hotmail.com



http://www.swfcroquet.org.uk/
mailto:lindawithani@hotmail.com

We currently have no Development Officer — thanks to Brian Wilson and Paul Francis, we are able
to offer support with e.g. funding applications, but this is fragile and depends on a huge amount of
goodwiill.

Our website is showing signs of wear and tear — Alison Maugham updates at our request but we are
well aware it needs significant restoration and development.

We have been without a Secretary for over a year now and the strain is showing — Cygnet appears
less often and notes of the last clubs’ Zoom meeting have not been written.

In November 2027 we will need to elect a new Chair, and we cannot expect current post-holders to
go on for ever — we need someone to get on board now to learn the ropes.

We do remain ambitious, we are supportive and we want you to join us! If you would like to find
out more about any of these roles, or would be interested in joining or working with the Committee
in any aspect of our work — we want to hear your ideas so do get in touch.

In the first instance, please contact Linda lindawithani@hotmail.com

Obituary
Campbell Anderson
Chris Dunn, Secretary at Worcester Norton remembers Campbell

Sadly, I wish to advise you that one of our senior players,
Campbell Anderson, passed away on the 13* December 2025
after a short stay in hospital. His funeral on the 19%" January
2026 was attended by ten members from Worcester Norton
Croquet Club along with his family and friends.

The service was a fitting recognition of his life and achievements
not only on the Croquet Lawns of Worcestershire, but in his
professional life as a research scientist. He was instrumental in
the development of Quorn products as a meat substitute. Whilst
attending Cambridge University he apparently excelled at Tiddly
Winks and was a champion in his own right.

He will be sadly missed at Worcester Norton as he was a qualified referee and was the font of all
knowledge with regards to the rules of Golf Croquet. You could always rely on Campbell to fully
research any question asked of him and supply a comprehensive reply.

RIP Campbell from all at Worcester Norton Croquet Club.
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Obituary
Marlene Bowden

Fowey Croquet Club members are very sad to announce the death after a long illness of their
Secretary, Marlene Bowden.

Marlene joined the Club a few years after its foundation, and very soon
.. took up the post of Secretary, carrying on through some ups and downs
. as the Club progressed through various different locations: Lower Tea
 Garden of what was then The Fowey Hotel, right on the edge of the
. Estuary, to the present home in the Community Centre on Squire’s Field,
a former bowling club.

Now over 20 years old, playing throughout the year, with a vibrant social
programme, the Club has benefited enormously from Marlene’s guidance
on the secretarial side, she will be deeply missed.

Rosemary Bradshaw, President FCC.
Thanks to Paul Jenkin for sending the photo

Four new Golf Croquet Referees for the South West Federation.

In February this year, as part of Chiltern Croquet Academy’s 2026 outreach programme, Ian Shore
visited the lawns of Camerton and Peasedown Croquet Club to instruct and examine a new group of
Golf Croquet Referees. He was accompanied by Brian Wilson (Camerton and Peasedown CC) and
Ron Carter (Chiltern Croquet Academy), both experienced GC referees.

Referees are essential to the fair playing of our sport and becoming a GC Referee can bring its own
rewards. Officiating at tournaments and team play enables players to play to the GC Rules and to
resolve issues. Extending the understanding of the GC Rules can improve the confidence of every
player and qualified referees become key members of their club, helping other members to
understand the Rules and to play by them.

There were ten participants at this Blended Learning 1-Day Course which was supported by the
South West Federation of Croquet Clubs. They came from Croquet clubs all over the South West of
England as far apart as Bristol, Budleigh Salterton, Cheltenham and Dorset.

The course assumed a confident knowledge of the GC Rules, gained from studying the latest WCF
Refereeing Regulations and 6th Edition GC Rules booklet, along with the additional guidance
available on the Croquet England website.

For others who might be interested, the Croquet England website also has a useful set of rules-
based questions, in the form of a quiz, which you can use to validate your understanding of GC
Rules. https://www.croquet.org.uk/?p=games/golf/rules/RulesQuiz. Some on-line learning, from the
WCF on-line GC Rules Study Pack, was required and, before they came on the course, candidates
were asked to demonstrate their knowledge by completing the on-line GC Theory Exam.

The day started with introductions and indoor presentations preparing the ground for the practical
demonstrations on the Camerton and Peasedown lawns. Fortunately, the weather for the outdoors
part of the course was, for the most part, fair as it was for the photo taken at the lunch break.
Emphasis was not only on the GC rules but also the role of a Referee and their expected ‘presence’
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in a refereeing situation; especially if that proved to be challenging. In the afternoon the candidates
were examined in a short multi-choice written test and by demonstrating their knowledge on the
croquet court. They were then assessed by the Croquet England Examining Referees.

I know the answer’s in here somewhere ...

Those that passed both parts of the examination were recommended to become qualified GC
referees and to receive a GC Referee’s badge.
The newly qualified referees from this course were:

v' Gordon Butler (Taunton Deane)

v" Dave Kibble (Bristol)

v" Neil Purchase (Bristol & Budleigh Salterton)
v' David Richards (Camerton & Peasedown)

The host Club, on this occasion Camerton and Peasedown CC, provided refreshments all day and
they also supplied the ‘guinea-pig’ players for the practical tests; David Milford, Nigel Wilko and Des
Back.

As the day ended the departing candidates were generous in their praise for the course; ‘interesting
and stimulating topics’, ‘we learnt a lot', ‘everything was well done’ and ‘excellent presentations’
were some of the feedback received.

Class of 2026 at Camerton and Peasedown. From [eft to right:

Stephen Bennett (Hamptworth), Naomi Whitehead (Cheltenham), Dave Kibble (Bristol), Claire
Herring (Cheltenham), David Richards (Camerton and Peasedown), Clare Barratt (Winterbourne
Valley), Richard Stokoe (Exeter and Budleigh Salterton), Eileen Murphy (Winterbourne Valley), Neil
Purchase (Bristol and Budleigh Salterton), Gordon Butler (Taunton Deane).

Chiltern Croquet Academy run a programme of courses and clinics at their home lawns in High
Wycombe and at venues elsewhere in England. In addition to running the ‘Becoming a GC Referee’
courses, the programme covers topics in AC and GC including ‘Becoming a Club-Level Coach’,



‘Becoming a Grade 1 Coach’, ‘Becoming a Tournament Manager’ and ‘Improving as an AC or GC
Player’. They also offer a clinic with their Swing Doctor and a seminar on the winning mindset — all
bookable on the CqE’s booking system.

https://www.chilterncroguetacademy.org/
https://www.swfcroguet.org.uk/
https://camertonpeasedowncroquet.co.uk/

And talking about Rules and Laws ...

Rules for any sport are obliged to be comprehensive as they have to cover every eventuality.
Hence, the seemingly complex nature of the current Red Book for Golf Croquet and Yellow Book for
Association Croquet.

Adrian Morris from the West Midlands Federation has written these simplified versions of interest to
any aspiring referee or any player interested in the rules.

Use this link for a simplified quide to the key rules

of Golf Croquet. If printed double sided it will form a
useful pocket sized A4 trifold. It should be used in
conjunction with the WCF Rules of Golf Croquet. This
trifold will point you to the relevant section of the Red
Book. It has been approved by the GC Rules
Committee and features on the Golf Croquet page of
Croquet England’s website.

A similar guide for Association Croquet is available
as a trifold, but an extra, optional insert is also
provided to cover three cases: wiring situations; what
happens if a ball jams in a hoop; and the summary of rulings for adjudicating close positions. As
above, this should be used with the Laws of Association Croquet, Yellow Book.

The Association Croquet trifold has not been approved by the AC Laws committee but feel free to
use.

The author would welcome any comments on errors or omissions. amorris164@btinternet.com

The following links will take you to the relevant pages of the Croquet England website, where you
will find all the details about both versions of the sport.

Golf Croquet
Association Croquet

And while we're on the topic, you can find an excellent presentation on GC tactics for the improving
player by Stephen Mulliner, the highly successful international player and a great coach
https://youtu.be/4tMNBPO- pc

And finally ...

You can find martin French’s guide to entering GCLevel Play results into the Rankings on p12 — the
guide will be on our website shortly
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Opportunities for competitive play

The context

There are lots of opportunities for competitive play at all levels in AC, SC and GC. This gives a

simple overview — you should talk to a knowledgeable member in your club or look at the CqE

website for further information and useful links: www.croquet.org.uk/?p=tournament
Information about South West Federation Leagues: www.swfcroquet.org.uk/

Club roll-ups and friendlies

e Organised by your club

e You play as an individual or with a doubles
partner

e Find out more from your Competitions
Organiser or a member of your committee

Club Competitions

e Organised by your club

e You play as an individual or with a doubles
partner

e Find out more from your Competitions
Organiser or a member of your committee

League Play

e Organised by your Federation

e You play as a member of your club team

e Find out more from your Fixtures Secretary,
a member of your committee or your
Federation

Tournaments

e Organised by clubs

e You usually play as an individual or with a
doubles partner

e Find out more from the Fixtures Calendar
on the CqE website

Inter-Club

e Organised by CqE

¢ You play as a member of your club
team

e Find out more from your Fixtures
Secretary or a member of your
committee

These competitions are open only to
Croquet England Affiliate Clubs. The players
must be Individual Associates of Croquet
England (which includes Standard
Associates) and playing members of the
club they represent.

Inter-Club cont'd
e Association Croquet Inter-Club:
o AC Inter-Club Championship
o AC Inter-Club Mary Rose
o AC Inter-Club Longman Trophies
o AC Inter-Club for Federation
Teams
o SC Inter-Club

e Golf Croquet Inter-Club:
o GC Inter-Club Championship
o GC Inter-Club Murphy Shield
o GC Inter-Club Bowl
o AGC Federations Shield

Inter-Counties

e Organised by CqE

e You play as a member of your county team

e Whatever your handicap, you are invited to
register your eligibility with CqE if you
would like to play: the events are open to
all counties.

Selection Events

e Organised by CqE

e You play as an individual

e Whatever your handicap, you are invited to
register your eligibility with CqE if you
would like to play

Championships
e Organised by various bodies
e You play as an individual

International

e Organised by countries’ governing bodies

e You play as a member of your country’s
team



http://www.croquet.org.uk/?p=tournament
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Beautifully craffed mallets
made with aluminium or
carbon shaft

e end weighted,
e ex-stock or bespoke.

You choose.
From £155 inc postage.

A delight to play with.

Contact: Marie Stuchfield
Mob: 07929940893
E mail: mistuchfield@gmail.com

Dress Code

A couple of years ago we undertook a bit of a survey in the SW about
wearing whites at League matches. There was a general preference for
whites but a high level of understanding and tolerance about why this
might not always be possible or desirable. So, League teams should
abide by the guidance given by their clubs on this. Team colours have
always been permitted.

This discussion has also been taking place at national level and CqE has amended its Tournament
Regulations as follows:

Tournament Regulations 2026

ATTIRE

There are three conditions for clothing in tournaments. Unless otherwise advertised in the special
conditions or directly to players, condition 2 (whites) applies. In all events, flat-soled footwear,
without significant ridges, sharp edges or spikes, must be worn on the courts.

1. Smart Casual: Clothing shall be clean, in good condition and free of offensive language,
graphics, or imagery. In addition to all clothing permitted as "Whites", players may also
wear coloured clothing including that designed for, or associated, with individual sports such
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as golf, tennis, lawn bowls etc. Shirts must cover the torso above the waist. Clothing
associated exclusively with team sports (e.g. replica football shirts) is not permitted. Flat-
soled footwear, without significant ridges, sharp edges or spikes, must be worn on the
courts.

2. Whites: Clothing should be predominantly white, clean, in good condition and free of
offensive language, graphics, or imagery. Recognised international croquet team clothing, of
a country that the player is eligible (under WCF Regulations) to represent, is permitted as an
alternative to white. In team events, such as the Inter-County Championships and Inter-
Club events, teams may elect to wear other colours of clothing, provided all team members
(other than those wearing white) are wearing the same design. Flat-soled footwear, without
significant ridges, sharp edges or spikes, must be worn on the courts.

3. Formal Whites: Clothing must be almost entirely white, in good condition and free of
offensive language, graphics, or imagery. This including shirts, sweaters, trousers, shorts,
Skirts, hats and shoes, and includes wet weather gear. Recognised international croquet
team clothing, of a country that the player is eligible (under WCF Regulations) to represent,
s permitted as an alternative to white. Flat-soled footwear, without significant ridges, sharp
edges or spikes, must be worn on the courts.

https://www.croquet.orq.uk/?Service=News&NewsID=8998

PRIZE POT FUND

A group of supporters are raising funds to build an exciting and meaningful Prize Fund for the
2026 GC Open Singles Championship, with one clear ambition: to make the tournament truly
world-class.

The GC Open has a proud history, but attracting the very best players from around the globe
means taking the next step. Many leading international tournaments now offer prize money that
helps bring together the strongest fields, and our aim is to raise the GC Open to that same
standard.

A strong prize fund doesn't just reward excellence - it lifts the standard of play, draws top
international talent, and creates a thrilling spectacle for players and spectators alike. It turns a
great tournament into an unforgettable one.

Every donation, large or small, goes directly towards
creating an event that reflects the quality, prestige, and
ambition of the GC Open. Your support will help
showcase croquet at its very best and ensure the 2026
GC Open stands out as one of the premier tournaments
of the year.

To donate, please copy and paste this link into your
browser:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/golf-croguet-singles-open-
championship-2328th-june-2026

(Or email: mrsljsmith@outlook.com to receive a direct link to the Go Fund Me appeal).

THANK YOU'!
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Dynamic Grade and Handicap Cards

You're a lucky person if the furore about DGrades has passed you by over the past few months.
You're bound to find someone in your club happy to fill you in with the details, but here is a
statement of the situation from Croquet England.

We are aware of the need for better communication to players and officials with regards to
handicaps, DGrades, their relevant recording systems and the eligibility of games to be recorded in
these systems.

Please could all event and tournament managers be reminded of the WCF ranking regulations for
tournament results to be included in the ranking database.

A short news item has been published on the Subscribers website as follows:

Competitive Croquet: Understanding Handicaps and the World Ranking System

All competitive croquet games should be recorded, this is to enable fair assessment and monitoring
of all players’ standard of play. There are two systems of establishing a player’s standard of play,
locally through the handicap system, and globally through the world ranking system.

Handicap System

When croquet is played to the rules of handicap play, the aim is to give each player a fair chance of
winning. Any advantages they receive at the beginning of a handicap game should be aligned to
their level of play, and if this level is set incorrectly then the game could be played unfairly.

All competitive croquet games, handicap and level, must be recorded on player handicap cards,
unless stated otherwise by an event or tournament manager.

World Ranking System

Only level competitive games are recorded in the ranking database, which is operated by the World
Croquet Federation. Handicap games are not eligible for this system. For players who are looking
to play ‘ranked’ games, they must enter tournaments which are eligible for the ranking system
according to the regulations published by the World Croquet Federation.

For an event to be included in the World Ranking System, it must be played to the internationally
recognised laws or rules of croquet.

In addition, the regulations require that for an event to be included in the ranking system:

1. It must be recognised by the Governing Body (i.e. published in the Croquet England
Fixtures Calendar); or,

2. it appears in a tournament calendar published by a Federation, or,

3. it is endorsed in writing by the relevant Ranking Officer prior to the start of the
event.

Event organisers should ensure that one of the above criteria is met if they wish the event to be
eligible for inclusion in the ranking system. Any event not meeting one of these three criteria
will not be included. Events are not eligible if more than 75% of the places are reserved for
members of one club.

There are also criteria to be met regarding how a game is played, in terms of court size, time limits,
and the number of points that need to be scored. Results must be submitted in the correct format
or entered onto Croquet Scores. The full regulations can be found on the World Croquet Federation



website under WCF Ranking Regulations here: https://worldcroguet.org/wcf-business/statutes-

regulations/.

The full regulations can be found on the World Croquet Federation website under WCF Ranking
Regulations here: https.//worldcroqguet.org/wcr-business/statutes-requlations/.

Full article - https.://www.croquet.org. uk/2p=press/news&NewsID=9025

It is important that these regulations are understood and followed by tournament managers, to
ensure that players who are entering competitions have clarity regarding which games will be
recorded by which system, whether it be the local handicap system or the world ranking system.

If you have any questions, please contact the relevant committee for support:

Handicap enquiries
handicap@croquetengland.org. uk

Association Croquet Tournament enquiries
tournaments-ac@croguetengland.org.uk

Golf Croquet Tournament enquiries
tournaments-gc@croquetengland.org. uk

General enquiries
communications@croquetengland.org.uk

Diary Dates

Short Croquet Tournaments
e 10" — 12 April at Nailsea
e 2" — 4t October at Budleigh Salterton

Club Handicappers’ Workshop
e 14™ April at Budleigh Salterton

Clubs’ Zoom Tuesday 14 April
o Welfare and Safeguarding

Cheltenham AC Bronze Course
e 18" & 19% April at Cheltenham admoliver@btinternet.com

1-4-U Wed love to hear your account of matches, tournaments
or other events that you run or take part in — a personal
experience is worth sharing and a photo can paint a thousand
words — so don't forget us when you're playing this year.
lindawithani@hotmail.com
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Useful Links

General

SWF Website

www.swfcroguet.org.uk/

Croquet England

www.croquetengland.org.uk/

Croquet England Youtube

www.youtube.com/@CroquetEngland/streams

Croquet England on Facebook

www.facebook.com/search/top?q=croguet%20england

Croquet Hub on Facebook

www.facebook.com/groups/1658937214910559

Try Croquet — an eclectic range of
croquet topics

www.trycroquet.co.uk/

Hit Inn — Alison Maugham chats with
some successful players

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bf5gM-cswiQ

Technical

Lawn Care CqE

www.croguet.org.uk/?p=games/clubs/info#lawns

Lawn Care Duncan Hector

www.duncanhectorturfcare.co.uk/

Tournament Management: Chris
Roberts

www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V2adRweWZg&t=10s

Canva — a free poster / flyer / logo
design tool

www.canva.com/en_gb/

Play

Bisques, Extra Strokes and Advantage
Calculator — Brian Wainman's life-saving
tool

chc.eu.pythonanywhere.com/

Oxford Croguet - coaching

www.oxfordcroguet.com/

Chris Clarke - coaching

clarkecroguet.com/

Croquet England slo-mo videos

www.croquet.org.uk/?p=games/qgolf/refereeing/slomo

Reg Bamford — the psychology of the
game

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Qw _jiBpnCug
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SWF GC Level Play league results -
ranking input

With the rising prominence of Dynamic Grades to both entry and allocation for Croquet England GC events,

our Level Play leagues are a very good way for our club members to be introduced into the ranking system.
Unfortunately though, we have to submit the singles results in quite a different format for the rankings.

What is required?

After each league match, the singles results from the normal SWF form need to be translated into the
format required for entry to the ranking system. (The normal league results sheet must also be returned to
the League Results Secretary as usual.)

Does it apply to all level play league matches?
o Yes, for the Level Play league, as long as the courts are no smaller than 30 yds x 24 yds

o Yes, for the Level Play 5+ and 10+ leagues, even if played on smaller courts.

Who should do it?

The Home Team is responsible for undertaking this translation and submitting it

to results@croquetengland.org.uk . For any team, this will have to be done only a few times a season.
The submission must be on the standard template (example on page 3) and must be in Excel format (for
example .xlsx).

The Home Team captain, who is responsible for completing and returning the normal SWF league results
form, does NOT also have to do the translation. It is suggested each club finds a member with some Excel
knowledge to undertake the task. It does not require sophisticated Excel experience.

Are other formats acceptable?

No, it will be returned to you if the file type isn’t Excel or it isn’t in the required template.
It is possible to use Apple Numbers or Google Sheets to enter the results, provided the file is saved into Excel
format before submitting.

Is any other information required?

It’s critical to ensure that you have identified the players unambiguously. You can imagine that if your
player has the same or similar name to someone else already in the ranking system, and this is not made
clear by you, then their results might be added to someone else’s record!

It will help to have access to the world ranking Player List to check players’ precise names, if they have
already played ranked games — see https://rank.worldcroquet.org/gcrankdg/rank.php .

You will also require accurate information about the players’ names from the other team — ask your
opposite number from the visitors’ side for precise information.

How do I resolve any problems?

Clubs should exchange names and contact details for the people looking after this task, so queries can easily
be resolved.

If you get stuck, you can contact Martin French (martin@frenchfamily.eu, 07718 630804) for help or to
check your completed template.

12


mailto:results@croquetengland.org.uk
https://rank.worldcroquet.org/gcrankdg/rank.php
mailto:martin@frenchfamily.eu

Step by step help on completing the template

Tournament/ Match — put the names of the two clubs involved, Home team first
Match result — not required
Date or dates — the date of the league match
Game:
- Only record singles games on this return
- Always put the Winner of each game on the left, Loser on the right
- It is not necessary to say which team each person is playing for
- List the games in the order played
- Always put the players’ names with Surname first, then Forename second.
- Use their names exactly as shown in the world ranking Player List - full or preferred
name, but without any unknown abbreviations, common names, shortenings,
nicknames, etc.

Handicaps:
- List every player with their name, in the correct format as above, with their current

handicap. This is necessary both to help the Ranking Officer identify someone with a
name similar to another’s, and to ensure if the player is new to the rankings, they are
given the correct starting grade.

- If a player is new to the rankings, preferred names (shortenings, etc.) are welcome, but
the full name must be reported, as the Ranking Officer will have to create a new entry
for them with a unique name.

Submitting the template

1. Resolve any uncertain names or handicaps of visitors etc. with the other team

2. Ensure the file is saved in Excel format

3. Send it to results@croquetengland.org.uk as soon as possible. It must be within 14
days, but if either team is playing another match shortly, the results want to be in
before then.
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Tournament/Match:

Match result (if relevant)

Start date End date
Date or dates: 04/04/2025 to 04/04/2025
Game Winner Loser Points
SURNAME Forename SURNAME Forename Winner| Loser
1 |BLACK Roger beat |GREEN Philip 7 5
2 |GLOVER Brian beat [STONE Sylvia 7 2
3 beat
4 beat
5 beat
6 beat
7 beat
8 beat
9 beat
10 beat
11 beat
12 beat
13 beat
14 beat
15 beat
16 beat
Handicaps
BLACK Roger
STONE Sylvia
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