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Welcome to the last edition of Cygnet for 
2024 and many thanks for all your 
contributions and comments throughout – do 
keep them coming. 
 

And look out for the  (One For You) 

boxes throughout this issue – we’d really 
appreciate your ideas on these matters 
particularly. 
 
Something for everyone here – and if you 
can’t find anything that grabs you, why not 
write an article yourself? 
 
Lots of work goes on during the winter but do make sure you have plenty of time to enjoy it all as 
well and we look forward to seeing you all again next year. 
 
AGM – tying up the loose ends 
 
The minutes of our recent AGM are now on our website, www.swfcroquet.org.uk  so if you couldn’t 
make it there yourself, you can catch up with what happened. 
 
Let’s celebrate 
 
With 23 clubs attending and three voting by proxy, this was probably our best supported AGM ever. 
So, thanks to everyone who came along and participated both beforehand and on the day. 
 
A bit of a key moment in other ways too 
 

➢ The SWF held its inaugural AGM in November 
1984 so we’ve just completed 40 years 
developing croquet in the SW 

➢ October welcomed the 50th issue of Cygnet  
➢ October also heralded our 30th Zoom meeting 

This has all happened thanks to the many volunteers who have shared their skills, experience and 
enthusiasm over the years and some of these, including some founder movers and shakers are still 
with us – if you’re one of those, do let us hear your reflections on what’s been happening over the 
years. 
 
 
 
 
  

Have you been involved with the SWF in the past? Do 
share your memories and thoughts with us. 
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Let’s look forward 
 

We’re embarking on the next 40 years with a really strong committee – 
not to mention the recently-instigated League Results Secretaries: David 
Warhurst, Nigel Wulcko and Wendy White. Special thanks to Wendy who 
will be undertaking Dom Aarvold’s Leagues as well as he is not able to 
continue next year. 
 
We’re delighted to welcome two new people to the committee: Gill 
Wheeler will be taking over the reins as League Secretary, and Chris Ham 
as Welfare Officer. You can learn a bit more about them further down. 
 
And delighted too, that we’re retaining the skills of Tony Mayer and 
Stephen Custance-Baker as well as continuing support and drive from Paul 
Francis, Brian Wilson, Peter Kirby, Mike Rice and Andru Blewett. 
 

On the final page of this newsletter you can find a poster which you might like to print off for your 
club noticeboard to remind members of who we are and what we do. 
 

Our priority will be to continue engaging with our members, understanding clubs’ needs, and 
identifying how we can support the development of a really strong and engaged croquet scene in 

the South West. 
 
What’s occurin’ 
 
The committee has started working on the tasks agreed at the AGM –  
 

✓ Set up a working group to establish Advantage GC for all our GC handicap Leagues 
▪ And you’ll be pleased to see that a new AGC starting scores table, with a 

greatly-reduced ‘grey area’ has been issued by the World Croquet Federation 
▪ https://worldcroquet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/How-to-play-Advantage-GC-

Complete-2024-25-revision.pdf  

✓ Putting the final touches to the reformatted League Rules 
✓ Planning further Referee and Club Coach sessions 
✓ Developing support to Handicappers 
✓ Planning the work of the Development team 
✓ Reviewing our Policies and Procedures 
✓ Reviewing how we might better align our League Rules with CE 

Regulations 
✓ Reviewing the future direction Federations’ Forum – in conjunction with the other 

Federations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you’d like to help with any of this – please get in touch 

https://worldcroquet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/How-to-play-Advantage-GC-Complete-2024-25-revision.pdf
https://worldcroquet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/How-to-play-Advantage-GC-Complete-2024-25-revision.pdf
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Introducing Gill 
 

Thank you for electing me as SWF League Secretary.   
 
I would first like to pay a huge tribute and thanks to Stephen for his time 
as League Secretary.  This year he has coached the Results committee 
members on how to process, record and update the league results.   
 
In my case this has been through many e-mails and phone calls to clarify 
how the rules should be applied to particular situations.   
 
Stephen has left 'large shoes' to fill.  I hope that with Stephen's guidance 
this year, I can run the SWF leagues as well as he has done over the last 
few years. 

 
Introducing Chris 
 
My interest in the committee in general follows my sporting life 
history where in a number of sports l have progressed from playing 
into coaching, refereeing and administration. In addition to being a 
local football league secretary, l served on the. Devon County FA 
committee and had particular responsibility on the Disciplinary 
subcommittee. 
 
As a retired schoolteacher with 46 years of service, 41 of them as 
Head of Modern Languages in the Wirral, Tavistock and Launceston, l 
have had extensive experience of dealing with the welfare of pupils 
and staff. In addition, my wife Colette is in a managerial role with a 
London borough Social Services and can certainly be considered an 
expert in this field. I will obviously have open access to her expertise 
and guidance. 
 
I look forward to offering a valid contribution. 
 
But we still need a Secretary 
 
Please read this – it’s not that bad – in fact for the right person it’s the best 
role on the Committee. As has happened with the Development team and the 
League Secretary roles, the Secretary is responsible for several tasks which 
can easily be shared. So do think about this – how might you, or someone 
you know, be able to help? 
 

➢ Taking committee minutes 
➢ Taking notes of Zoom meetings 
➢ Dealing with general enquiries 
➢ Editing Cygnet 

 

 
 
 
 

Please get in touch if you’re interested in being a part of 

this team 
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A new approach to presenting information 
 
Proposals to AGMs can be a bit tedious but Bristol CC had a bit of fun compiling their resolution 
about the future direction of the SWF. 
 
The first draft was run through Google’s AI process and came up with some clearer wording and 
formatting, and an amazing podcast. Neither was perfect, but both generated good ideas some of 
which were taken up. 
 
The most fun however was Geoff Barrett’s collaboration with ChatGPT which came up with this 
catchy verse! 
 
Motion 4: A Reflection on SWF’s Role 
 
In croquet’s realm, the SWF stands, 
A pillar built by dedicated hands. 
Yet as the years have come and gone, 
Our ties with players seem withdrawn. 
With clubs as members, the focus is tight, 
But many wish to share their light. 
Open meetings, a welcome space, 
Yet few attend, and voices trace. 
As Croquet England steps away, 
We seek to find a clearer way. 
To bridge the gap, to build anew, 
A vibrant scene for all to view. 
Let’s gather thoughts, and seek to find, 
How SWF can better bind 
The croquet folk in joy and play, 
Creating bonds that last each day. 
 
It really is worth having a go at this even just for the fun of it. Do let us know how you get on. 
 
Footnote: The proposal wasn’t seconded so it wasn’t discussed but provided an interesting diversion 
for Bristol CC. 
 
Volunteer of the Year 
 
We ran this scheme for the first time this year and were pleased to receive nominations from six 
member clubs. You can read their citations below. 
 
Identifying the overall winner was no easy task as each story told of hard work and commitment, 
often over many years. And these were only the ones that were sent to us – we all know there are 
loads of you out there doing equally important and valued work – many thanks to each of you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Do let us know what you thought of the award – we’ll be 

running it again in 2025 - can you suggest any ways it might be 
improved?  
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 Andy Dochinak: East Dorset 

Andy joined East Dorset in 2021 with his wife Christine. He had never 
played croquet before but being an active squash player, at good club 
level, it was not a complete surprise that he took to hitting the bigger 
balls with some accuracy. His immediate hunger for the game spurred 
him on, entirely on his own initiative, to look after the maintenance of 
the club’s wooden structures.   

Andy has transformed the clubs ball guards, which were in a sorry state; 
no mean task as the club has five courts. He purchased the new wood 
and materials needed for the job, reconstructed the guards, making them 
more robust in the process, and re-cycled the old wood. 

He has also renovated the club’s ten wooden benches, replacing broken parts and making them 
look as good as new. He is currently dismantling two additional wooden and metal benches in order 
to reseal and repaint them – another major refurbishment. 

In addition to all of this, he has treated and resealed two large wooden huts, without any 
assistance, and we know that he often uses some of his own materials in the process. 

Andy is so willing and helpful; he is always making sensible suggestions and has bags of initiative. 
Moreover, everything he does is done in a selfless, cheerful manner and with a smile which warms 
our hearts. 

For someone so relatively new to the club, he is proving to be a great asset, and the members 
(and visiting players) are benefiting massively from his outstanding efforts on their behalf. 

The committee at East Dorset has no hesitation in proudly nominating Andy Dochniak for the SWF 
Club Volunteer of the Year Award 2024. 

 

Christine McCormick: Moreton in Marsh 
SWF Volunteer of the Year 2024 
 
 

Christine is one of the five founding members of the club, an 
enterprise born just before the start of the Covid lockdown. 
 
Having taken on the role of Secretary from the outset she has 
fulfilled all the onerous duties that come with the title, but has 
always done so much more – involving herself in all areas of club 
life, supporting its development as well as its’ members. 
 

She took part in the negotiations with Moreton Town Council that resulted in a 50-year lease for 
the club site. 
 
Prior to having our clubhouse, Christine arranged, with other helpers, the setting up of gazebos, 
supplying temporary barbeques, crockery etc. This enabled us to host other teams. She took 
everything away to be washed up. She could always be relied upon to sort this out. 
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She took part in meetings with several suppliers of clubhouses to look at designs and obtain 
estimates. Following this, she and fellow member Jo Brooks, organised a fundraising effort 
through Spacehive, a crowdfunding website connected to Cotswold District Council even turning 
her hand to videographing the fund raising video. 
 
Through her efforts, as well as those of many others, more than £27,000 was raised, enabling 
the purchase and installation of our clubhouse. Once the building shell was erected, Christine 
went to work helping to install insulation and covering boards. She helped with painting as well 
as cleaning the floor in readiness for painting. 
 
She worked very hard to get a water supply from Thames Water so the kitchen and toilets could 
be used. This was no mean feat as, despite having paid for the connection, it took several years 
arguing with Thames Water before she eventually succeeded. I can now only say that if anything 
needs to be done, Christine is there. 
 
In between all of this, Christine finds time to play several times a week and also to welcome new 
members. Although not a qualified coach, she is always helping to show new members tactics 
and rules of the game. She is in our B team but also turns up when the A team has a match, 
serving refreshments. 
 
Christine is the very epitome of club member and team player in all senses of the phrases. It is 
no exaggeration to say that without Christine’s constant, non-stop efforts, the Moreton in Mazrsh 
Croquet Club may not be in existence and would certainly not be in the glorious rude health it 
currently enjoys. 
 
This nomination was endorsed by a fellow-member: 
 
As a founder member of Moreton in Marsh Croquet Club it has always been apparent to me that 
Christine instinctively sees what needs doing and then just quietly gets on and does it. Her 
natural friendliness means that all prospective members immediately receive a very warm 
welcome which makes her an excellent ambassador for the club. 
 
These are just two of the reasons she deserves to be nominated for this award and I am very 
happy to endorse her nomination. I can think of no-one more deserving than Christine of this 
award. 
 
Christine’s reaction to receiving the award: 
 
From a very stunned nominee, a complete surprise. I would like to thank everyone involved in 
the process.   
 
We have a fantastic membership, many deserve an award and recognition for their vital 
volunteering. The club could never have achieved what we have without their enthusiasm and 
energy. Of course, also paying their subs.   
 
I can imagine the difficulty trying to decide one person more rewarding than another.  
 
Many thanks. 
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Mike Chan: Bristol 
The Bristol Committee found it difficult to single out a volunteer 
to nominate. The Committee members themselves are all 
volunteers, and many other members give their time to 
performing hoop moves, preparing meals for club events, etc 
etc. These ‘public’ contributions are rewarded by acclamation, 
votes of thanks etc at AGMs and the like.  
  
Committee decided to narrow the consideration to finding an 
‘unsung hero’ from our membership; a person who for years has 
put in many hours of unheralded effort on unglamourous tasks. 

With that focus, we unhesitatingly nominate Mike Chan.  
  
Mike has been a member of the Club for over ten years. He has served on Committee, but 
prefers to make more practical contributions. He began as part of the white-lining rota, but now 
does all the white-lining, whilst most members are still abed. Should you visit the clubhouse at 
8:00am, you may well find Mike washing the windows or trimming the shrubs and hedges. There 
is always a bucket of sifted soil available for filling fox holes etc, thanks to Mike. During any game 
Mike will simultaneously weed the lawn with the tool he always keeps in his pocket.  
  
Mike is one of the most frequent users of the lawns for friendly AC games because he seeks out 
beginners who have just completed the Beginners’ Course, giving games, friendly advice and 
attention; one such recent beginner, Jane Cursiter, writes that without Mike’s constant 
encouragement she would not have made the transition into Club life.  
 
Mike always volunteers for regular work teams, such as those resetting the lawns, or building 
shade shelters. At tournaments and events, Mike makes himself available for doctorly duties (as 
an ex-GP), but then afterwards will join in the washing up. But it is for the many hours spent 
every week, either alone doing useful housekeeping tasks, or one-to-one on mentoring of new 
members, that we select him for this nomination.   
 
Mike is a much-loved member of the Club and, were he to be picked, he would be self-effacing 
and the rest of the membership would be delighted.  
 
On hearing of his nomination, Mike replied: “What a surprise to be nominated! Much appreciated. 
I hope I can keep it up.” 
 

 

Pam Jenkin: Fowey 
The Fowey Croquet Club committee would like to nominate club member, 
Pam Jenkin, to be considered for a SWFCC volunteer of the year 
award/certificate. 
 
Pam has been a member of Fowey Croquet Club for the past eighteen years 
and her enthusiasm to volunteer hasn't waned. 
 
During the COVID -1 pandemic Pam ensured, when possible to play, that 
social distancing was maintained and that antiseptics and masks were in 
place plus equipment was washed after each game. 

 
Lawn cutting and white line marking she has helped with and at present arranges friendly 
matches for the club with other Cornwall Croquet Clubs. 
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Setting out the lawns rota she organises and her official Club role is to liaise with Squire's Field 
Community Centre as we rent our lawns from them. Often we need extra hours or play has been 
rained off and she carefully records when this happens. 
 
After play tea and coffee is organised by Pam for those who wish to stay and socialise. All of 
these things she does voluntarily and with a smile so I hope that she can be considered for one 
of your awards. 

 
Paul Felton: Broadwas  
 

Writing this nomination I looked up the application form Paul Felton 
completed when he joined Broadwas Croquet Club and was astonished to 
find he had only been a member for 2 years. During that time Paul has 
done so much work for the club that he seems to have been a fixture 
forever. The ink was hardly dry on his application when Paul first asked 
‘what can I do to help?’.  
 
Paul has volunteered for many jobs which he does on a ‘permanent’ basis. 
He captains one of our league teams, often driving to away fixtures just 
to act as non-playing captain supporting his team members. He regularly 
does our ‘white lining’ so well that we never have any issues with finding 
the edges of our lawns and he probably helps with mowing our lawns 

much more than any of our other members. He is also a member of the Croquet Club Committee. 
 
However, Paul’s real ‘piece de resistance’ is his skills at both photography and reporting. 
Whenever anything is going on, be it league matches, tournaments or any other events at the 
club Paul can be seen there snapping away and taking notes. He must go home and work like a 
beaver as, invariably, Paul has published a report, with many pictures, on our website by the 
evening of the event. Often he gets items into local newspapers and parish magazines helping to 
get the club noticed and leading to new membership enquiries. 
 
Even in the depths of winter Paul organises to visit some of our longer standing members and 
interviews them to produce many interesting articles which he puts on the website. All our 
members really appreciate this – we get comments such as ‘I really appreciate all the work Paul 
does to keep me abreast of what is happening’: ‘Paul’s articles are a joy and his interviews keep 
me going in the depths of winter’.  
 
But really the main point about Paul is that, if anyone needs help with anything at the club Paul is 
the first one to put his name forward. If the lawn maintenance team need help with weedkilling, 
scarifying or any other jobs Paul is always there. If maintenance work is needed, Paul is there to 
help. It is difficult to go to the club and not find Paul there doing work in some capacity. You 
have a cup of tea and go to wash up and Paul is already doing it! Whatever is required, Paul will 
volunteer. What more can you ask for in a ‘Volunteer of the Year’? I worry that if we ask for 
kamikaze pilots Paul will volunteer. 
 
When the SWF sent the request to nominate a volunteer of the year I put Paul’s name forward to 
our committee and every single member gave a 100% endorsement. Phrases such as ‘Paul’s 
monumental effort should be recognised’; ‘Paul is definitely the man’; ‘Without doubt should be 
our nominee’ were used.  
 
We, at Broadwas Croquet Club, strongly nominate Paul Felton as our ‘Volunteer of the Year’. 
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Simon Parvin: Swanage 
 

We circulated notice of this award to all members asking for nominations 
and one name kept coming up. 
 
Simon has played a very active part in all aspects of our club initially 
setting up and running our website and then adding membership secretary 
and recruiter to his responsibilities. Three years ago we were given 
immediate notice to quit our lawns so we were homeless and at high risk 
of the club having to close. 

 
Simon spent the next 3 months tirelessly searching for a new home and managed to find a local 
school willing to let us use half their playing fields until we found a permanent home, so we could 
set up two full size lawns. The field had for years been used as a football pitch and was in a very 
poor state and would need lots of work if play was to be possible the following spring. Simon 
searched all over the country to find suitable equipment such as roller and mowers and once 
found negotiated a good price and went to collect them and stored them in the shipping 
container he also has purchased and had shipped to our new home. 
 
He spent much of the next three months preparing the lawns, levelling, rolling, seeding and then 
cutting to convert a muddy football field into two great playable croquet lawns.  
 
Only because of his selfless help did SCC not only survive as club but also now had great new 
lawns and a growing membership. In addition Simon recruited and trained volunteers to act as a 
grounds team ensuring the lawns were maintained in the best possible condition. 
 
He continues to run the team albeit doing a lot of the work himself.  
 
From being homeless we are now a thriving club with growing membership. Thanks to Simon we 
have two great lawns that are continually being improved.  
 
Thanks to Simon we have teams that competed in the high and low handicap SW Fed Leagues 
with both teams winning the league this year. 
 
He continues to support the club in many ways always volunteering to any jobs that need doing. 
He continues to be our webmaster, membership secretary, lead groundsman but also is preparing 
for our future success by continually looking out for a permanent home. With no club house he 
lets us use his house as a venue for our Committee and planning meetings. Not croquet related 
but he happens to be a great baker and always supplies us with a delicious home make cake for 
our meeting. 
 
In summary I believe our club is only here now because of the hard work that Simon has 
selflessly given. He more than anyone in our club deserves this award and we strongly 
recommend him as such. 

 
 
  



10 
 
 

National Awards – Most Improved Players 
 
For the second year running, the South West is home to two Most Improved players. Louise Smith 
(Budleigh Salterton) won the Colman Trophy for the Most Improved Female GC Player, and Erica 
Malaiperuman (Nailsea), the Steel Memorial Bowl for the Most Improved Female AC Player. 
 

Nailsea President, Kathy Wallace, took the opportunity 
at the Club’s Christmas lunch to present the award and 
gave a fascinating insight into its history: 
 
I had always assumed the bowl was made of steel and 
was disabused of this when Nailsea’s Greta Stringer 
won the award in 2002 – it was made of glass! 
 

Sadly, Greta became ill and moved to a Nursing Home. When her house was being cleared, during 
the dark days of 2020, her two sons brought it to donate it the Club. Joan Timmins looked after it 
for a while (giving it a good wash in the process, obviously). But we really thought it should stay 
with the family so later returned it to the daughters. 
 
The original Steel Bowl was silver and was donated by the sister of Miss Dorothy Steel – the 
greatest woman player there has ever been. During the period between World War 1 and 2, she 
dominated croquet, beating all the men regularly, winning the Open Championship four times and 
playing in the MacRobertson Shield. 
 
The silver bowl was stolen from the then CA office in 1993 and a new glass bowl is now presented 
annually. The other Nailsea lady to win it was Alison Maugham – then known as Alison Girdlestone. 
But today is about Erica. 
 
Erica has been improving every year since she first picked up a mallet. This year, though, she has 
developed her game to the next level. A natural sportswoman she has practised regularly and done 
a lot of thinking and reading.   
 
She has also learned to cope with pressure. She has played 
at high level events and not been “scared” to take on any 
opponent as previously. She still says she needs to sort out 
her swing but she is actually a very straight hitter. But she 
does need to concentrate more on helping me sort out mine! 
She is a very supportive helpmate.She has had a very 
successful 2024. She won two Nailsea tournaments – the 
Peter Dyke Ruby Shield and the Greta Stringer Cup. Overall in 
2024 she has achieved 63% wins. That’s an excellent record 
as it includes some high-grade opponents.    
 
Her Dynamic Grade increased from 1547 to 1664 in 2024. So, the most improved AC lady in 
England this year is a really well-deserved award. 
 
Erica responded by citing all the people and books that had helped her over the years. She 
mentioned the James Hawkins book and thanked her husband John for all his support and tolerance 
of her frequent “popping out to do some shopping” claims when she was really heading to a 
practice lawn. 
  
Erica, as ever gracious and modest, was thrilled to have been awarded the Steel Bowl. 
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A flavour of Georgian Splendour at Bath CC 
 
For a second year, Bath CC has had the pleasure of 
hosting visitors to the Jane Austen Festival at their 
lawns.  Many guests had travelled from across the globe, 
with at least 23 countries represented, and some will be 
returning to find croquet courts to continue the sport at 
home.  We also had visitors for a second visit as they had 
had such a good time in 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Each day we have welcomed our guests to experience the sport of croquet. All received tuition from 
our enthusiastic and supportive members and thoroughly enjoyed putting their newly learnt skills 
into practice.  We then retired to enjoy refreshments in our comfortable clubhouse. 
 
Many of our visitors were in full Georgian costume and this offered opportunities for magnificent 
photos, as captured by Bath member Martin Alabaster. 
 
Lynne Whitfield, Chair Bath CC 

 
Building Pyramids at Moreton in Marsh 
 
Like most clubs we organise a number of internal competitions for our members. We run a 
handicap knock-out tournament, with a secondary “Plate” competition for those knocked out in the 
first round, plus a level play one, organised in Blocks to give entrants more games. 
 
This year we organised the Buchanan Pyramid, which has proved very popular – and competitive! 
We had thought of setting up a “ladder,” 
however Ken and Wendy had good ideas to 
improve the format and make it more fun. 
So, instead of a “ladder” we now have a 
“pyramid”! 
 
Ken Mercer made a wooden “pyramid” with 
rails to which names are Velcro-ed. In this 
first year we had the highest handicap 
[lowest index] at the top, and filled in the 
rest of the entrants below, according to 
indices. We had 34 entries.  
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Each person can challenge anyone on the line above to a 13-hoop level play game (with the results 
entered on their handicap card). If they win, they swap places with the loser. If they lose, they both 
stay where they started. Any player can challenge any other eligible player as often as they like. If 
any player refuses to play a challenger 3 times without reasonable reason, then they swap places.  
 

The competition ran from May until a finishing date in August – and 
resulted in steady play throughout the year and a huge flurry of activity in 
the last couple of days! It really encouraged new and less competitive 
players to have a go at a competition.  
 
This year’s Buchanan Cup was won by Silke Bruening, after hard fought 
multiple games against Saby Jackman on the last day of play. 
 
We have started the new draw at the end of this September, and it will 

run until August 2025, giving players plenty of chance to have a go, including over winter. This time 
it is with a random draw for the positions. New members can start at the bottom if they wish as 
long as they have a handicap card. 
 
The positives we have noticed is that members who seemed reluctant or lacked confidence to join a 
team have taken part, with enthusiasm, in this tournament, and have learnt how to use their 
handicap card. 
 
Gill Hindshaw Moreton in Marsh CC 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Beautifully crafted mallets  

made with aluminium or  

carbon shaft 

 

• end weighted,  

• ex-stock or bespoke.   

 

You choose. 

 

From £155 inc postage. 

 

A delight to play with. 

 

Contact:  Marie Stuchfield 

Mob: 07929940893 

E mail: mlstuchfield@gmail.com  

mailto:mlstuchfield@gmail.com
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New Year Resolutions ... 
 
Klim Seabright (Cheltenham CC) starts the ball rolling (through 
the hoop) – have you got any to add to this list? 
  
✓ I will set myself some numerical targets to know if I am 

improving (or not!). 
✓ I will aim to complete two triple peels  
✓ I will reduce the number of times I break down at one back 

(sorry hoop 7!)  
✓ I will aim to increase by x the number of times I clear an 

opponent's ball to hide their ball behind the furniture 
✓ If the numbers indicate that I am getting worse I will book a session with a coach 
✓ I promise that every time I visit my club I will spend about 10 minutes practicing a skill – rather 

than jumping straight into a game 
✓ I will use the One Ball game to run at least six hoops in one turn - it will help me with the 

placement of my forward ball 
✓ I am going to lower my handicap by 2 - I will enter more qualifying games  
✓ I am going to seek help from a coach to perfect my stop shots/clearance shots 
✓ I am going to set up a four ball/three ball break using a decreasing number of bisques aiming to 

get to zero bisques 
✓ At the start of a handicap GC game I will find two new ways of using my “marbles 
✓ I will lengthen my best hoop clearance length by 6 inches (straight and angled) 
✓ I will set up a four-ball break and decrease the number of roll shots needed to maintain the 

break 
✓ I will .... you fill in this one! 
✓ I will enjoy my croquet 99.99999999999999999% of the time 
 
Versatile or what? 
 

Alison Maddaford (Budleigh Salterton CC) sent 
us this photo demonstrating the adaptability 
of their players.  
 
The previous weekend they had been winning 
their games in the Short Croquet Tournament, 
and here they are. A week later, working on 
the lawns. 
 
BS Roquets - (L) Paul Sanders, (M) Duncan 
Reeve, (R) Phil Jones. Missing team member: 
Martin Strange 
 

 
White Lining Machine: free to good home – collect it yourself 
 
Bath CC has an old but serviceable white-liner which we have recently replaced with a new one.  
 
Rather than just taking it to the dump, we wondered whether any new Croquet Club might be 
happy to have it.  It folds down, so will go in a car boot.  
 
Contact Philip de Glanville for the bottom line - pmdeglanville@sky.com 

mailto:pmdeglanville@sky.com
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Can you help a fellow-club? 
 
If you have a moment, it would be great if you could follow this link and support Tisbury CC in their 
endeavours https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/campaign4croquet 
 
You just have to watch this 

You Tube When I’m Playing Croquet – Ukelele Newport CC 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqSzDQy3J5E  

 

Diary Dates 
 
Zoom Tuesday 14th January – New Year Resolutions – what is your club 
planning to do? 
Please note this will not look at Tournament Management as originally planned – 
if you’re interested in that, check out Chris Roberts’ YouTube – see link below 

 
Zoom Tuesday 11th February – Fundraising and promotion 
Zoom Tuesday 11th March – Handicapping 
 

Short Croquet Tournaments 
• 11th – 13th April at Nailsea 

• 3rd – 5th Oct at Budleigh Salterton 

 

Useful Links 

Croquet England https://www.croquetengland.org.uk/  

Croquet England Youtube 
channel 

https://www.youtube.com/@CroquetEngland/streams 

Croquet England on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=croquet%20england  
Croquet Hub on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1658937214910559  

Croquet England slo-mo videos https://www.croquet.org.uk/?p=games/golf/refereeing/slomo  

Oxford Croquet - coaching http://www.oxfordcroquet.com/  

Chris Clarke - coaching https://clarkecroquet.com/  

Reg Bamford – the psychology 
of the game 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qw_jiBpnCug  

Hit Inn – Alison Maugham chats 
with some successful players 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bf5gM-cswiQ  

Canva – a free poster / flyer / 
logo design tool 

https://www.canva.com/en_gb/  

Try Croquet – an eclectic 
selection on a range of croquet 
topics 

https://www.trycroquet.co.uk/  

Tournament Management: Chris 
Roberts 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V2adRweWZg&t=10s  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Just Drop us an email if you’d like to contribute an article 

or photo to Cygnet. 
Advertising rates are available on application. 
lindawithani@hotmail.com  

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/campaign4croquet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqSzDQy3J5E
https://www.croquetengland.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@CroquetEngland/streams
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=croquet%20england
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1658937214910559
https://www.croquet.org.uk/?p=games/golf/refereeing/slomo
http://www.oxfordcroquet.com/
https://clarkecroquet.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qw_jiBpnCug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bf5gM-cswiQ
https://www.canva.com/en_gb/
https://www.trycroquet.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V2adRweWZg&t=10s
mailto:lindawithani@hotmail.com
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South West Federation Committee 2025 

 
www.swfcroquet.org.uk 

 
Do get in touch to find out more about what we offer: 

 
League Play – Funding and Development Advice – Coaching 

A Forum for learning, discussion, and debate 
 

Chair: Linda Shaw 
lindawithani@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 

Treasurer: Peter Kirby 
treasurer@swfcroquet.org.uk  

 

 
 

League Secretary: Gill Wheeler 
results@swfcroquet.org.uk 

 

 

Development & Coaching 
Officer: Paul Francis 

paulwfrancis@icloud.com 
 

 
 

http://www.swfcroquet.org.uk/
mailto:lindawithani@hotmail.com
mailto:treasurer@swfcroquet.org.uk
mailto:results@swfcroquet.org.uk
mailto:paulwfrancis@icloud.com
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Handicapping Officer: Mike Rice 
mikerice7981@icloud.com 

 

 
 

Welfare Officer: Chris Ham 
welfare@swfcroquet.org.uk 

 

 
 

Committee Member: Andru 
Blewett 

andru@bluboy.uk 
 

 
 

Committee Member: Stephen 
Custance-Baker 

webmaster@tauntoncroquet.org 

 

Committee Member: Tony Mayer 
aesmayer@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 
 

Committee Member: Brian 
Wilson 

bwilson71e@icloud.com  

 

mailto:mikerice7981@icloud.com
mailto:welfare@swfcroquet.org.uk
mailto:andru@bluboy.uk
mailto:webmaster@tauntoncroquet.org
mailto:aesmayer@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bwilson71e@icloud.com
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